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Karla’s Korner By Karla Kloempken 
For most people, it isn’t every day you get to be part of a team that gets to help save the lives of 
animals.  Since 2008, I have had the most wonderful opportunity to do just that – help save lives as 
a regular part of a great team.  These past years have been amazing, but it is time for me to step 
back.  I resigned as CARA’s President last February.  It has been a pleasure to work with very 
dedicated volunteers, veterinarians, and their support staff.  I’ve also met volunteers at other rescues 
on and off the Harbor.   Everyone I have worked with has enriched my life in countless ways, and 
the cats and kittens have left paw prints on my heart. 
Just because I’ve resigned from CARA’s Board does not mean I won’t be helping out from time to 

time.  I want to say thank you for letting me, in a small way, help make life 
better and healthier for the animals on the Harbor. 

We, the Board of CARA, want to thank Karla for getting this 
valuable non-profit started, setting its foundation as mediator and 
facilitator for collaboration between local rescue groups.  Rescue 

groups have a common goal of saving the lives of dogs and cats in need, yet 
collaboration between groups in our area is somewhat rare – until Karla 
brought people together.  We’ve done a lot of good, and we’re on a path to 
continue doing so because of the work you started.  Thank you. 
 

Our New Program and Focus 
By Dawna Westrick 

In 2019, we started CARA’s TNR (trap/neuter/return) Program, allowing CARA focus its efforts where we saw the 
greatest need.  We’ve been lucky enough to have worked with Northwest Spay Neuter Clinic based in Tacoma and 
accomplished the spay/neuter of 150 cats and kittens in our first year.  These cats were also vaccinated for FVRCP 
(another article in this newsletter will fill you in on the importance of this vaccine) and Rabies if old enough.  They were 
also treated for fleas if needed and ear tipped.  Ear tipping is essential to be able to identify the cats already serviced as to 
not repeat the trapping – you may have noticed the “Have you seen cats with ears like this?” image that we have included 
in our newsletter several times & it’s on the last page of this newsletter – we try to communicate the importance and 
significance of ear tipping with our spay & neuter messaging. 

Tacoma is a long way away with a bunch of feral cats in 
your car, so NWSN comes to Montesano one or two times a 
month.  We are allotted a certain number of spots, usually 4.  
This bus is shared by other rescue groups and folks with their 
own cats that want to take advantage of discounted prices, 
and dogs too. They come in a climate-controlled truck, take 
them all to the clinic, spay/neuter and keep over night to 
make sure they are eating and not having any difficulties and 
then returned the next day. Claudia Bearden, occasional 
caregiver for the local cat colony, or I will trap the cats and 
keep them overnight in my barn when returned from NWSN, 
fill out the appropriate paperwork and then Doll Camp takes them to Montesano leaving my place at 6:30 am. She then 
picks them up the next day in Montesano at 9:30 and brings them back here.  Often, she will drop the cats back to their 
home if along the way. 

In our area we had such a waiting list for this service that we asked NWSN if we could possibly have a special clinic.  
Three times we were able to get a private clinic of up to 25 cats.  The special thing about this is that they come in a bus 
right to my barn where I house the cats overnight, pick them up and then return them the next day. Then it is time to 
deliver back to their colonies.  

Our prices for this service are increasing 150% in 2020 so we are going to have to do a lot of fundraising to be able to 
accomplish this goal of 150 cats again.  If you would like to help trap, have fundraising ideas, or would like to donate, 
give us a call or use the tear sheet on the last page of this newsletter and mail it to us.  Your help is much appreciated! 
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CARA Board Members 
President, Dawna Westrick – Originally from 

Longview, and a resident of the Grays Harbor area since 
the 1970s, she became involved in animal rescue during 
the 1990s, but has always been surrounded by pets.  She 
and her husband share their small farm with rescue 
animals of all kinds, including eight cats, two dogs, and 
one miniature horse, and she’s often fostering various 
felines, too. 

Vice President, Darlene “Doll” Camp – About 50 
years ago, Doll came to Westport as a teenager, met a 
cute deckhand on one of the boats, and she stayed.  Doll 
and her husband owned and ran Cachalot Charters, Kites 
and Toys while raising two children and tons of fur-
babies.  Now retired with her first mate, they share their 
home with six dogs (three rescues) and a feral cat that 
has become a loving house cat.   

Secretary/Treasurer, Claudia Bearden – Moved to 
Westport in the late 1970s. Joined CARA and became 
involved in animal rescue in 2007.  She enjoys spending 
time with her 'house cat', Sammi Jo, and her two semi-
barn cats, Spooky and Barney.   

Chatter Editor, Kate MacKinnon – Currently 
working at The Evergreen State College and living in 
Olympia, she previously worked in wildlife conservation 
research. She’s a proud rescue mom of an Italian 
greyhound mix. 
 

Myths & Facts About Spaying & Neutering 
Source: Best Friends magazine, September 2019 

 Myth:  Female pets should have one litter before 
spay surgery 

 Truth:  There is no evidence that allowing female 
pets to have one litter is beneficial.  In fact, spaying 
female dogs and cats before their first heat cycle 
eliminates their risk of ovarian or uterine cancer and 
greatly reduces their risk of mammary cancer. 

 Myth:  Spaying or neutering (s/n) pets causes them 
to get fat and lazy. 

 Truth:  Spaying or neutering pets removes sex 
hormones, which in turn can decrease metabolism.  
However, pets generally become overweight due to 
an inappropriate diet and insufficient exercise, not 
from being s/n.  As our pets age, it is important to 
adjust their diet and exercise regimen accordingly, 
so they remain healthy later in life. 

 Myth:  S/N my pet will make him or her feel less 
male or female. 

 Truth:  Animals don’t understand the concept of 
sexuality and s/n won’t cause any emotional distress 
or negatively affect your pet’s disposition. In fact, 
usually, s/n pets have fewer tendencies toward 
aggression and a more even temperament because of 
the hormone changes that occur following the 
surgery. 
 

Zorro To The Rescue! Rescued! 
By Dawna Westrick     

CARA’s focus now is our Trap/Neuter/Return 
(TNR) program.  However, when working with the cats, 
we run across medical issues that cannot be ignored. I 
was helping some folks in South Aberdeen with some 
stray cats, and we were feeding these recently 
spayed/neutered kitties when I got a call from a woman 
who said a new cat had shown up, but that he was in sad 
shape.  He was covered in fleas and very dirty, his 
mouth was inflamed and bleeding, and he needed to be 
neutered…but he was the sweetest boy she’d ever met.  
The woman said she’d tried bringing him into her home, 
but he was peeing everywhere.  I agreed to meet him.   

She was right – this male cat was ever-so-sweet and 
gave the best hugs ever.  I knew he deserved a second 
chance.  We took him in to Dr. Gina Lewis of Vetters 
Animal Hospital to get her opinion.  First, he was tested 
for FIV and FeLV and they both came back negative.  
He got vaccinated and treated for fleas and worms.  His 
mouth was so inflamed and infected that we scheduled 
dental surgery to see what we could do about his mouth.  
Unfortunately, all his teeth had to be removed, he needed 
heavy antibiotics, and he had a 60% chance of it totally 
clearing up.  While he was under anesthesia, he was 
neutered.   

The final result: he was part of that lucky 60%. Now 
with his mouth feeling better, he began grooming 
himself, gaining weight, and he’s one happy kitty.  He 
stayed at my home while recovering from his past life.  
He got along great with my cats, no peeing on floor, and 
gave anyone he could a big hug.   

Sounds like the end of a happy story, but it gets even 
better!  I was talking to some folks at the Historical 
Seaport about possibly doing a joint garage sale.  I asked 

what our fee would be, 
and they said that they 
were looking for a senior 
cat to be the office 
supervisor.  Boy did I 
have the cat for them.  
He is now either resting 
in HIS chair, sprawled 
on the desk to make sure 

they are doing their job 
right, or on top of the filing 
cabinet looking out the 
window to make sure is all 
is right with the world.  

Photos: Mikayla Lavender 



Ask The Vet: To Vaccinate 
Or Not To Vaccinate 
By Dr. Michael Dix, Source: Best Friends May/June 2013 

Q: We’ve been hearing a lot of buzz lately about 
vaccines. So, when it comes to vaccinating our pets, 
should we? Shouldn’t we? 

A: Whether or not to vaccinate and how often to 
vaccinate are among the most debated questions in 
veterinary medicine today.  It used to be so easy: you 
went to your veterinarian once a year, got your pets their 
shots and whatever meds they might need, and went on 
your way.  Now many prominent veterinarians are 
saying that animals do not need yearly vaccines and that 
the vaccines may be causing more harm than good. 

The Great Debate 
Some veterinarians argue that vaccines can lead to 

immune-mediated conditions, cancers, and organ-
related illnesses. The most studied and well-documented 
example of this is vaccine-induced fibrosarcomas in cats 
due to the FeLV vaccine.  The result has been changes 
in vaccine recommendations for cats, including how 
often and where to give the vaccines.  The other 
concerns are not as well documented, but significant 
correlations have been made between vaccines and 
other illnesses. 

The flip side of the argument is that vaccines have 
greatly decreased the amount of infectious viral diseases 
we see.  Before vaccines became prominent, 
veterinarians spent a lot of time working with horrific 
infectious diseases, such as distemper, rabies, 
panleukopenia, and parvovirus.  We certainly still see 
those diseases, but much less frequently. Overall, 
vaccines have improved the health of our pet population. 

My opinion on the matter falls in the middle.  I think 
vaccines are very important for the overall health of our 
pets, but I think they need to be used judiciously.  When 
it comes to vaccines, there is also a difference between 
pets living in homes and those who are in shelters or 
sanctuaries.  For animals who do not yet have homes, 

vaccines are crucial to maintaining their health and the 
health of any new arrivals.  There are very few reasons 
not to regularly vaccinate this population of animals. 
So Many Variables… 

The most straightforward variable in determining 
whether or not to vaccinate your pets is to comply with 
local law.  For instance, most communities require that 
dogs (and cats, too) be vaccinated for rabies.  This is a 
public health issue because rabies is zoonotic, which 
means it is a disease that can spread from animals to 
people, and it is not curable.  The only reason not to 
vaccinate for rabies is if your pet has a disease that the 
vaccine may cause to worsen.  Talk to your veterinarian 
about whether your pet has a condition that makes rabies 
vaccination undesirable.  Unfortunately, your 
unvaccinated pet will not be exempt from rabies 
quarantine laws if he or she bites someone. 

Do your pets go to day care or dog parks or spend 
time in kennels?  If so, they will be exposed to more 
diseases, so it is important to maintain a regular vaccine 
schedule.  Some places require verification that your pet 
is protected.  They certainly care about your pet, but they 
also require vaccines because they don’t want other 
animals to pick up diseases at their place of business. 

Another important variable is your pets’ lifestyles.  
Does your dog encounter wildlife or play in areas that 
wildlife is frequently spotted?  If the answer is yes, 
vaccinating for leptospirosis may be important.  Is your 
feline an indoor/outdoor cat?  Cats who roam around 
outdoors can come across diseases like FeLV and 
calicivirus, and should be protected against them.  On 
the other hand, if your cat never goes outside, you just 
need to do the rabies vaccine. (Rabies vaccination is 

important for both legal reasons and because bats, which 
can get into most building structures, are a common 
carrier of rabies.)  I recommend talking with your 
veterinarian about what your pets’ lifestyle is and how to 
tailor a vaccine schedule for them. 

 
 

Source: ovrs.com/blog/tag/pets-outdoors/ 

Source: charlotteanimalhospital.net 



Kitten Season 
By Cimeron Morrissey, Source: Best Friends May/June 2018 

The term “kitten season” sounds like something out 
of a children’s book – a magical time when tiny purring 
fur-balls sprout like blossoms beneath rainbows in dew-
kissed meadows.  But to animal rescuers and shelters, 
the mere mention of it can make them snap to attention 
and double-check their preparations, like emergency 
teams bracing for a massive hurricane.  While big-eyed 
baby cats are indisputably irresistibly cute, thousands of 
them can roll in all at once, making kitten season the 
most challenging time of the year in shelters around the 
country. 

In most places across America, animals mate and 
give birth in spring.  This phenomenon can be attributed 
to a variety of factors, such as longer days, better 
weather, and more access to food, which means higher 
survival rates for the offspring of many species.  Unlike 
other animals, though, cats can keep on reproducing, 
having litter after litter right up until the weather turns 
cold again.  In many regions, kitten season can last from 
spring until early winter. 

Sure, newborn felines are ridiculously adorable, with 
their sweet little faces, jellybean toes, and tiny folded 
ears.  It may sound like a dream come true to be 
swimming in kittens, but while the pitter-patter of a few 
furry paws is manageable, a downpour of kittens can 
quickly become a life-threatening flood. 

 However, sometimes it takes a storm – the literal 
kind and the metaphorical kind – to bring out the best in 
people.  The significant challenges posed by torrents of 
kittens have inspired both the creation of heroic new 
collaborative programs that are helping to save more 
lives than ever and preventive efforts to stem the tide.  
Even better news: if you’ve got five minutes to spare, 
you, too, can become a hero this kitten season. 
From Raindrops To Downpours 

It tends to start with a few litters showing up in 
shelters in early spring.  By summer, they’re pouring in.  
According to Dana McCrory, president and CEO of 
Central Oklahoma Humane Society, there have been 

days when up to 100 kittens are brought through their 
doors.  Just think how difficult it would be to juggle that 
many intakes in a single day.  Then, stop to consider 
how you would manage 100 more the next day.  And the 
next, and the next, for weeks on end.  

In 2017, Best Friends Network partners took in a 
staggering combined total of nearly 253,000 kittens.  
And Best Friends locations alone admitted 4,770.  One 
reason for this massive influx is that well-meaning 
people often scoop up litters of kittens that they find 
outdoors and rush them to shelters, wrongly assuming 
that will save their lives.  Unfortunately, these good 
intentions may actually put kittens in greater danger of 
being killed.  What many people don’t realize is that the 
safest plan for the kittens – and one that also decreases 
the burden on shelters – is to leave the kittens where 
they are, keep an eye out for the mother cat’s return to 
make sure she’s caring for her babies and, once they’re 
old enough, humanely catch the family for spay/neuter 
surgery.  

Jacksonville Humane Society’s executive director, 
Denise Deisler, is an energetic firecracker, but she still 
cringes at the memory of last kitten season.  “For the 
most part,” she says, “the kittens came in without their 
mothers, and they weren’t eating on their own yet.  It’s 
very labor-intensive caring for them.”  While many of 
her novel approaches for lifesaving have been an 
inspiration nationwide, the mere mention of summer 
makes her fidget, knowing that it’s time to start 
preparing packets of food and supplies for kitten foster 
volunteers.  In just May, June, and July of 2017, Denise 
says, the humane society had 1,414 kitten intakes. 

With their fragile immune systems and labor-

intensive care and socialization needs, kittens are, 
tragically, the most vulnerable of all shelter residents.  
Kittens under four weeks old cannot eat on their own 
and also need to be manually stimulated to urinate and 
defecate, which requires hands-on care every 2-4 hours.  
And when there are more kittens than hands to go 
around?  Well, you see the dilemma. 

 
 

Source: la.bestfriends.org/ 

Source: bestfriends.org/ 

Continued on the next page… 



 
Become A Kitten Season Hero 

Everyone reading this can become a hero this kitten 
season, no matter what your age, ability, or resources 
are.  In fact, it can take as little as five minutes to help 
save lives.  You can foster a litter of kittens with your 
neighbors, donate old towels and blankets to your local 
shelter, or share a post on social media from a group 
that’s looking for volunteers or adopters. 

“Send in $10 or $20, and you’ve just vaccinated a 
litter of kittens.  Or maybe you can throw a virtual kitten 
baby shower at work to purchase supplies off our 
amazon wish list.  There’s not a person out there who 
can’t help,” says Denise Deisler, Jacksonville Humane 
Society’s executive director.  “It’s because of our 
community’s involvement that we’ve been able to 
increase Jacksonville’s save rate.  Community 
involvement is really what it takes to Save Them All.”  
So, while kitten season certainly isn’t an enchanting 
fairy tale with fluffy baby cats sliding down rainbows, it 
doesn’t have to be an annual saga of epic floods either.  
We all have the power to help change the forecast.  

 
A Closer Look At Community Cats 
Source: aspca.org 

While the number of community cats in the United 
States is estimated to be in the tens of millions, sadly, 
many communities still opt to control populations using 
outdated, ineffective methods—including lethal 
elimination or relocation. Community cats who end up 
in shelters make up a large percentage of cats euthanized 
throughout the country every year. The ASPCA endorses 
Trap-Neuter-Return-Monitor (TNRM) as the only 
proven humane and effective method to manage 
community cat colonies. “Community Cats” is a term 
used to describe outdoor, unowned, free-roaming cats. 
These cats could be friendly, feral, adults, kittens, 
healthy, sick, altered and/or unaltered. They may or may 
not have a caregiver. By this definition, the only outdoor 
free-roaming cats who are not community cats are those 
who have an owner. 

 

 
Community Cats Face Many Challenges: 
 They must endure weather extremes such as cold and 

snow, heat and rain. 
 Community cats face starvation, infection and attacks 

by other animals. 
 Unfortunately, almost half of the kittens born outdoors 

die from disease, exposure or parasites before their 
first year. 

 Community cats face eradication by humans. Poison, 
trapping, gassing and steel leg-hold traps are all ways 
that humans—including some animal control and 
government agencies—try to kill off community cat 
populations. 

If a community cat survives kittenhood, his average 
lifespan is less than two years if living on his own. If a 
cat is lucky enough to be in a colony that has a caretaker, 
he may reach 10 years. Community cats who live in a 
managed colony—a colony with a dedicated caretaker 
who provides spay/neuter services, regular feedings and 
proper shelter—can live a quite content life. 
Utilizing Trap-Neuter-Return-Monitor (TNRM) to 
Manage Community Cat Colonies 

TNRM is the method of humanely trapping 
community cats, having them spayed or neutered and 
vaccinated against rabies, and then returning them to 
their colony to live out their lives. TNRM also involves 
a colony caretaker who provides food and adequate 
shelter and monitors the cats' health. TNRM has been 
shown to be the least costly and the most humane, 
efficient way of stabilizing community cat populations. 
TNRM helps stabilize the population of community 
colonies and, over time, reduces them. Nuisance 
behaviors such as spraying, excessive noisemaking and 
fighting are largely eliminated and no additional kittens 
are born. 

By stabilizing the population, cats will naturally 
have more space, shelter and food and fewer risks of 
disease. After being spayed or neutered, cats living in 
colonies tend to gain weight and live healthier lives. 
Spayed cats are less likely to develop breast cancer and 
will not be at risk for ovarian or uterine cancer, while 
neutered males will not get testicular cancer. Neutering 
male cats also reduces the risk of injury and infection, 
since intact males have a natural instinct to fight with 
other cats. Spaying also means female cats do not go 
into heat. That means they attract fewer tom cats to the 
area, which reduces fighting. 
Helping Community Cats and Kittens in Your Area 

A community colony caretaker is an individual (or 
group of individuals) who manages one or more 
community colonies in a community. The caretaker 
keeps an eye on the cats—providing food, water and 
shelter, spaying/neutering and emergency medical care. 
Some shelters and rescue groups even give out free or 
low-cost spay/neuter coupons to colony caretakers. 

Source: bestfriends.org 



In previous issues of our newsletter, we have had 
articles focusing on the Jetty Cats and their caretakers.  
If you would like to help the Jetty Cats, you can specify 
that focus when you send in your donation, or you can 
reach out to CARA and let us know you are interested in 
helping. 
What is Ear-Tipping and Why Is It Important? 

Ear-tipping is a widely accepted means of marking a 
community cat who has been spayed or neutered. It also 
often identifies them as being part of a colony with a 
caretaker. Ear-tipping is the humane, safe surgical 
removal of the top quarter-inch of the ear. The procedure 
is performed by a licensed veterinarian, typically during 
the spay/neuter surgery and rarely requires aftercare. 
Ear-tipping prevents an already-spayed or neutered cat 
the stress of re-trapping and an unnecessary surgery. 
Will Animal Shelters Adopt Out Community Cats? 

Community cats are not adoptable and shelters 
rarely will accept them. The fact is, most community 
cats exhibit wild, shy or frightened behavior, and it's 
impossible to predict how or if they will ever acclimate 
to indoor life. While a community cat might look exactly 
the same as a pet cat, community cats survive by 
avoiding close human interaction. When properly cared 
for, community cats are happier outdoors in their own 
territory. 

Some semi-community cats are actually stray cats 
who don't exhibit quite the same shy behavior as the 
majority of community cats. Occasionally, these cats are 
born in the wild but, for no particular reason are less 
fearful of humans than is typical. Many semi-community 
cats lack the knowledge to survive on their own, and are 
often rejected by established colonies. It is possible for 
some of these cats to be socialized, but it depends on 
their trust of humans. It is very important to take caution, 
especially with cats who seem to straddle the fence 
between community and friendly. Getting them to trust 
people again might be hard, making them extremely 
difficult to adopt out. 

 
 

Ineffective Methods for Managing Cat Communities  
Eradication: The deliberate and systematic 

destruction of a community cat colony, by whatever 
method, almost always leads to the “vacuum effect”—
either new cats flock to the vacated area to exploit 
whatever food source attracted the original inhabitants, 
or survivors breed and their descendants are more 
cautious around threats. Simply put, eradication is only a 
temporary fix that sacrifices animals' lives unnecessarily, 
yet yields no positive or beneficial return. 

Relocation: Many communities have rounded up 
colonies of community cats either for euthanasia or to 
relocate them to another area. This does not work, 
because community cats are very connected with their 
territory: They are familiar with its food sources and 
places that offer shelter, as well as resident wildlife, 
other cats in the area, and potential threats to their safety. 
Even when all community cats are removed, which is 
difficult to achieve, new cats will soon move in and set 
up camp. 

Relocation is something to consider only if keeping 
the cats where they are becomes a threat to their lives, 
such as their territory being demolished and there is no 
adjacent space to shift them to, or if the cats' lives would 
be at extreme risk should they remain where they are. 

 
How CARA’s Spending Has Changed 
By Kate MacKinnon & Claudia Bearden 

With CARA’s focus shifted into our new TNR 
program, we thought you would appreciate seeing the 
differences in spending, to see where your generous 
donations are going.  As mentioned on the cover page of 
this newsletter, we also learned that our costs are 
increased in 2020, and we need your help to continue 
funding our TNR efforts. 

  
  

  

  2018 2019 % Increase 
TNR 1425 3309 232 
Animal 
Transfer/Health Exp. 281.98 1616.86 573 
Veterinary Expenses 417.86 1970.64 472 
Flea & Food 128.91 177.92 138 



A Word From Animal Control 
By Shaun Beebe of Ocean Shores Animal Control 

Being an Animal Control Officer (ACO) is 
rewarding when I am successful in helping an animal in 
distress.  It can be heartbreaking to put an animal down 
that is injured or sick, or because the law requires that 
we do so.  A challenging aspect of the job is making 
someone understand that they must follow the laws and 
ordinances of the county or municipality where they live 
or are visiting.  This job is also challenging when the 
dog is to big to fit in your vehicle and has enormous 
teeth, but that’s the job – you get out of the car, make 
friends, get slobbered on, and everyone leaves 
unscathed.   

I’ve come across many amusing situations on this 
job.  One that comes to mind is I was asked to go to a 
man’s house to assess the demeanor of the bear that was 
standing in his yard.  He wanted to know if it was 
friendly or aggressive…Sorry buddy – I don’t speak 
bear! 

I have had to explain to several people that it is 
illegal to feed deer, even though the people are adamant 
that the deer need the bread/cereal/crackers/soup to 
survive through the winter, and then I also have to 
explain that I cannot write the store employee a ticket 
because they sold the food to them for the deer.  Deer, 
better than we humans, know how to survive through the 
winter – feeding them is like making someone walk with 
a crutch when they don’t need it, ultimately doing more 
harm than good. 

Being an ACO has really opened my eyes to the 
trials and tribulations of the animal world (for animals 
and humans alike).  I truly believe this job should be 
called “Human Control Officer.”  In my opinion, 
humans are 99.9% of the problem and the animals are 
just here to enjoy the ride.  Thanks again to all my 
fellow ACOs for who you are and what you do, and 
thanks also to the volunteers who help where we can’t.  
Stay safe out there! 

What Is The Primordial Pouch? 
Source: https://www.facebook.com/StrayCatProject/ 
October 8 at 6:36 AM  

Have you noticed that your cat has a saggy belly? 
Kitty hasn't eaten too many treats; it's actually a normal 
part of your cat's anatomy! The technical term for this 
belly flap, which can often be seen swaying from side to 
side when a cat moves, is called the primordial pouch. 

This loose skin and padding at the belly provide 
extra protection for the abdominal area during fights 
when “bunny kicking” with their hind legs. It insulates 
and protects internal organs and allows a cat to store 
extra food in its belly. (Important for our ferals who 
sometimes go days without eating.) It also allows a cat 
freedom of movement to fully stretch and extend the 
back legs when running at high speed or jumping. 

Some people believe that spaying or neutering 
causes this primordial pouch. This is a myth. All felines, 
regardless of their size, shape, or sex have this extra flap 
of skin (including lions and tigers). Even cats who lose 
weight due to diet or illness still have these belly flaps. 

(Many thanks to My Feral Fix for sharing this 
information!) 

#TNR #spayandneuter #primordialpouch



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why Spay and Neuter 
Source: Best Friends magazine, September 2019 

Not only is it important to spay/neuter to help end 
the killing in shelters of unwanted animals, it is 
important for other reasons too.  It greatly improves the 
health of your pet by reducing or eliminating certain 
cancers and diseases.  S/N often reduces the tendency to 
fight with other animals protecting them from fight-
related injuries and dangerous infections spread through 
bite wounds.  It will reduce the risk of contracting 
disease such as FIV and feline leukemia which are both 
life threatening if contracted.  It will result in less 
likelihood of roaming and prevent possibly being hit by 
a car. 

The perks of having a female spayed are: 
 No risk of uterine/ovarian infections or cancer 
 Greatly reduce the risk of breast cancer 
 They will not go into heat saving you time and 

energy cleaning bloody discharges or attracting 
unwanted attention from male cats in the 
neighborhood 

The perks of having a male neutered are 
 Reduced risk of testicular cancer 
 Less likely to escape from home/yard to find mate 
 Less likely to bite or show aggressive behavior. 
 Reduces or eliminates spraying to mark territory 

and greatly reduces the odor of urine. 
When should you spay or neuter?  It is best to do so 
before the age of 4 months to prevent accidental litters.  
Dog spay/neuter costs are based on weight, so it is less 
expensive to do so sooner rather than later.   

  
 
 
 
 
 

February is National Spay/Neuter 
Awareness Month 

and 
February 25 is both World and 

National Spay Day! 


